
 

12 Questions to Ask Every Wedding Vendor Before You Book 

What to look for in a Transportation Provider: 

1. Limousines, town cars, SUV’s, classic cars, luxury cars, horse drawn carriage, what do you offer?  
2. Do you have a minimum rental time?  
3. How much of a deposit is required? 
4. When is the final payment due? 
5. Are there extras included? (Champagne, wine, just married signs, etc) 
6. What is the cancellation policy? 
7. How old are the vehicles? 
8. Is gratuity included? 
9. How is the driver dressed? 
10. Will you receive the contact info for the driver, not just a dispatch number? 
11. If picking up from a large hotel, where will you stage for guest load in? 
12. How long will you wait for guests to load before leaving your first pickup location? 



What to look for in a Wedding Photographer: 

1. What is your style- contemporary, modern, traditional, a mix? 
2. What is included in your packages, just capturing, editing, but no prints (most common)? 
3. How much of a deposit do you require? 
4. When is the final payment due? 
5. Will the photographer bring an assistant? 
6. What is the travel charge if asked to work outside the area? 
7. What is the overtime charge? 
8. Does the package include a USB or download link of all the images with copyright release? 
9. How many photos can I expect to be taken per hour? 
10. How long does it take to receive the photographs post-event? 
11. Are engagement/bridal/trash-the-dress sessions available? 
12. What are your pain points in capturing wedding photos? I.e. Do you prefer more getting ready or more family 

formal time than typically allotted? 

What to look for in a Wedding Videographer: 

1. What is your style- storytelling; cinematic; documentary; or a mix? 
2. Do they have videos we can preview? 
3. How many videographers are included in the package? 
4. Will the videographer you are talking to be the one on the day of? 
5. Do they offer highlight clips? 
6. Will the videographer talk on film? 
7. Will the videographer conduct interviews with guests? 
8. Will there be an extra charge for travel? 
9. What is the overtime charge? 
10. How long will it take to receive the wedding video? 
11. How much of a deposit is required? 
12. When is the final payment due? 

What to look for in a Professional Caterer: 

1. Are they licensed and insured? 
2. How many staff members can you expect to makeup your wedding day team? 
3. How are their servers dressed? 
4. Do they specialize in certain cuisines? 
5. Are they able to customize a menu? 
6. Can they accommodate kosher, vegan, gluten free, etc..? 
7. Do they have linens and décor for buffet tables? 
8. Do they offer discounts for children and vendor meals? 
9. Do they offer tastings? Is there a charge? Are they group tastings, or one-on-one? 
10. What is their average price range & what is included in that price?  
11. When do they need the final head count? 
12. Do they provide/include 

• Guest table linens? 
• Guest tables? 
• Buffet tables? 
• Buffet table linens? 
• Chairs? 
• China? 
• Flatware? 
• Glassware? 



What to look for in a Professional Florist: 

1. Encourage flexibility when choosing flowers 
2. Make an appointment- don’t just walk in 
3. Judge a shop by the way it appears 
4. Listen to the florist’s advice 
5. Bring pictures- discuss overall theme or atmosphere the bride wants to achieve 
6. Establish a budget before attending the appointment 
7. Do they rent vases and other décor items? 
8. Do they drape? 
9. Set up and tear down/pick up 
10. Do they provide a detailed invoice and contract? 
11.What do they require as a deposit? 
12.When is the final payment due? 

What to look for in a Wedding Baker: 

1. How early in advance may you schedule a tasting? 
2. What flavors and fillings do they offer? 
3. How do they charge? Per person or per size? 
4. Do they use sugar paste, gum paste, etc..? 
5. Do they offer gluten free/vegan cakes? 
6. Do they rent cake stands? 
7. What is their delivery charge? 
8. Do they offer cake topper options, or have recommendations of sizes to purchase for your style?  
9. Who will place the fresh flowers on the cake? 
10.What deposit do they require? When is the final payment due? 
11. Should you save the top tier or do they provide a small cake on your 1st anniversary? 
12.Who is responsible for returning the rented items? Will they come back at the end of the night? 

What to look for in an Entertainment Provider: 

1. Are you able to meet the DJ prior to signing a contract? What is the personality of the selected DJ or band leader? 
2. How many weddings have they done? 
3. Do they have videos showcasing their work?  
4. How would they define their DJ style? 
5. Do they pass out business cards or have a logo’d table linen or setup at the event? 
6. When do they prefer to have the final meeting with the client? 
7. What are the costs/fees? How many hours does that include? 
8. Are there travel fees? 
9. Do they offer up-lights? 
10. Is there an extra fee for a second system for the ceremony? 
11. Is there an extra fee to use a microphone for the ceremony? 
12.What deposit is required? When is the final payment due? 



What to look for in Hair Stylist and Make-Up Artist: 

1. How have their artists and stylists been trained? 
2. How long have they been in business? 
3. How many make-up artists/stylists are available? 
4. Do they take multiple weddings in one day? 
5. Do they do trials of both hair and makeup? 
6. Do they charge for the trials? 
7. Can the trials be used for engagement photoshoots? 
8. Do they travel to locations to do bridal hair and make-up? 
9. Will they bring all of their own supplies if they travel? 
10.How long do they require for each hair/make-up client? 
11. Do they require reimbursement for valet/parking if at a hotel/venue that charges? 
12. Do they accept credit card, check, and/or cash for final payment & gratuity on wedding day? 


